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Many papers have been devoted to the fourth-order parabolic equation. Qu and Zhou \[[@CR1]\] studied the following fourth-order equation: $$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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                \begin{document}$$ u_{t}+D^{4}u= \vert u \vert ^{p-1}u- \frac{1}{ \vert \varOmega \vert } \int_{\varOmega } \vert u \vert ^{p-1}u\,dx. $$\end{document}$$ Using the method of potential wells, they established a threshold result for the global existence and blow-up for the sign-changing weak solutions. Zhou \[[@CR2]\] proved new blow-up conditions and the maximum of the blow-up time for Eq. ([1.2](#Equ2){ref-type=""}). Li, Gao and Han \[[@CR3]\] considered $$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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In this paper, we study a fourth-order parabolic equation with the logarithmic nonlinearity. The second-order parabolic equation with the logarithmic nonlinearity is diffusely studied. Chen, Luo and Liu \[[@CR7]\] studied the heat equation with the logarithmic nonlinearity. Ji, Yin and Cao \[[@CR8]\] established the existence of positive periodic solutions and discussed the instability of such solutions for the semilinear pseudo-parabolic equation with the logarithmic source. Nahn and Truong \[[@CR9]\] studied the following nonlinear equation: $$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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In this paper, we prove the existence of the unique global weak solution of the problem ([1.1](#Equ1){ref-type=""}) based on the potential well method. In addition, we also obtain some properties of the solutions. This paper is organized as follows: in Sect. [2](#Sec2){ref-type="sec"}, we introduce some lemmas. In Sect. [3](#Sec3){ref-type="sec"}, we mainly introduce the existence of the unique local weak solution of the problem ([1.1](#Equ1){ref-type=""}). In Sect. [4](#Sec4){ref-type="sec"}, under some conditions, we obtain the existence of the unique global weak solution of the problem ([1.1](#Equ1){ref-type=""}). Meanwhile, we find that the solution is decaying. In the last section, we prove the blow-up theorem.

Some lemmas {#Sec2}
===========

We first consider the energy functional *J* and Nehari functional *I* defined on $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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By ([2.1](#Equ5){ref-type=""}) and ([2.2](#Equ6){ref-type=""}), we have $$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Lemma 2.1 {#FPar1}
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-----
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-----
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*Here*, *the constant* *C* *depends on* *n*, *p*, *q* *and* *r*.
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Local existence and uniqueness {#Sec3}
==============================

Definition 3.1 {#FPar7}
--------------

(Weak solution)

A function *u* is a solution of problem ([1.1](#Equ1){ref-type=""}) over $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$[0,T]$\end{document}$ if $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$u\in L^{\infty}(0,T;H_{0}^{2}(\varOmega))$\end{document}$ with $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$u_{t}\in L^{2}(0,T;L^{2}(\varOmega))$\end{document}$, satisfies the initial condition $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$u(0)=u_{0}(x)\in H_{0}^{2}(\varOmega)\setminus\{0\}$\end{document}$, and $$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document} $$\begin{aligned} \int_{\varOmega}u_{t}w\,dx+ \int_{\varOmega}\Delta u\Delta w\,dx= \int_{\varOmega} \vert u \vert ^{q-2}u\log \vert u \vert w\,dx, \end{aligned}$$ \end{document}$$ for any $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$w\in H_{0}^{2}(\varOmega)$\end{document}$, and for a.e. $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document}$t\in[0,T]$\end{document}$.

Theorem 3.1 {#FPar8}
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(Local existence)
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-----
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                \begin{document} $$\begin{aligned} \biggl(\frac{1}{2}-\frac{\varepsilon}{q} \biggr) \int_{\varOmega}\bigl\vert \Delta u_{m}(t) \bigr\vert ^{2}\,dx - \frac{C_{11}}{q} \bigl(2C_{13}(T_{0}) \bigr)^{\gamma}+ \int_{0}^{t} \int _{\varOmega}u_{ms}^{2}\,dx\,ds\leq C_{14}, \end{aligned}$$ \end{document}$$ which implies that $$\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
                \usepackage{amsmath}
                \usepackage{wasysym} 
                \usepackage{amsfonts} 
                \usepackage{amssymb} 
                \usepackage{amsbsy}
                \usepackage{mathrsfs}
                \usepackage{upgreek}
                \setlength{\oddsidemargin}{-69pt}
                \begin{document} $$\begin{aligned} \Vert u_{mt} \Vert _{L^{2}(0,T_{0};L^{2}(\varOmega))}\leq C_{18}(T_{0}), \end{aligned}$$ \end{document}$$ where $\documentclass[12pt]{minimal}
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Global existence and decay estimates {#Sec4}
====================================
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Definition 4.1 {#FPar10}
--------------

(Maximal existence time)
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Theorem 4.1 {#FPar11}
-----------
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Proof {#FPar12}
-----

We will consider the following two cases.
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